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International Media and Corona Virus
Since the emergence of the Corona Virus in December 2019, a lot of information has been consumed by the public regarding the virus. There is a rise in global tension from the virus, which has led to many people seeking information on the currents state of affairs. As of now, close to 3.5 million people globally have been infected, while over half a million have succumbed to the disease (Verity et al., 2019). All this information is courtesy of the media. The international media is, therefore, an integral part when it comes to combating Corona Virus.
The international media is critical when it comes to the dissemination of facts. The Corona virus epidemic is no longer a science story as it has affected all sectors of life. Travel bans and restrictions have been imposed on different countries and states. These restrictions have affected many areas, including tourism and the hotel industry (Chinazzi et al., 2020). When the international media is reporting on these developments, they also help in the critical analysis of the economy and the stock markets. Such information brings to light the plight of those who have lost their jobs in these times and the mitigating factors that they can employ to get through. The information relayed together with the stories highlighted, will help policymakers know how to best support their people. It is after highlighting such stories that we have seen interventions in terms of food aid and cash transfers to the most vulnerable in society. 
The international media is helpful when it comes to planning. After the widespread of the Corona virus pandemic, many sports events have been interrupted. Rugby tournaments, Olympic, and football tournaments have been postponed indefinitely while some have been cancelled. All this information gets to the concerned parties through the international media. This information not only helps the sponsors of the clubs to plan themselves but also the sportsmen and women (Sun et al., 2020). With reduced income for these sportsmen and women, the report helps them plan on how to cope in the uncertain days to come. Sports desks for the international media houses can also help when it comes to highlighting the challenges that the sportspeople are facing so that sponsors can seek ways of addressing the challenges. Some sports club have come up with ways of training in isolation but still keeping up the schedule, this information is available through the help of international media (Wen et al., 2020).  
The international media is critical when it comes to relaying accurate and up to date information. In these current times that we are living in, fake news and misinformation are on the rise. Some online tabloids print the report for the sake of clicks rather than intending to pass on accurate information. This is the worst time for the spread of fake news because our daily movement is dependent on the news that we are getting. International media gets its information from verified sources like WHO and CDC. This accurate information will dispel fear, fake news, and propaganda that is on the rise. The media gives precise information regarding the spread of the virus, prevention measures, and the present tallies. The accurate information disseminated helps people to act with caution regarding the advisory of the World Health Organization thus keeping safe (Verity et al., 2019).  
International media is essential when it comes to the prevention of stigma. Stigma is retrogressive, especially when it comes to the control of a pandemic like Corona virus. Stigma prevents people from seeking treatment for the Corona virus because they avoid discrimination. The result of this behaviour is an increase in the spread of the Corona virus that has the potential of overwhelming the healthcare system (Lima et al., 2020). When the healthcare system is overwhelmed, treatment cannot be appropriately dispensed hence fatalities. Fatalities can also result from the stigmatized people hiding, and the Corona virus needs urgent treatment for it to be contained. The international media is, therefore, essential when it comes to creating awareness of this virus. Through the media, health experts can relay correct information regarding the virus to avoid stigma. By doing this, they can counter the stigma with accurate facts.
Healthcare systems and workers rely on the media to offer practical solutions to the people. The World Health Organization recommends that individuals who suspect that they have contracted the Corona virus not to present themselves to the hospital. They should, however, call in the hospital and arrange how they should be picked. The international media helps to relay such information to the public and provide the relevant numbers for assistance (Wen et al., 2020). This role may seem insignificant, but it is efficient to the general public. This is because it arms the people with information on what to do when the virus strikes. This move will help to contain the virus and avoid devastating impacts. This results in proper and efficient coordination between the patient and the healthcare workers. 
The international media has a vital role in the non-politicization of the Corona virus pandemic. This is not the time to attack nations regarding the origin, spread, and containment of the Corona virus. Although this move is hard to manage because everything revolves around politics, it is essential to be objective. Non-politicization of the Corona virus will ensure continued trust in the international media house and its information. It will also channel the efforts to the right place to fight the Corona virus. While it is important not to politicize the Corona virus, it is vital to report both the bad and good news. The information given by the international media should accurately reflect the truth.  This information helps the government plan mitigation.
The international media is particularly important to the health community. Scientists all over are working round the clock to come up with vaccines for the virus. The media is continually sharing updates on the progress of the scientists' world over. Breakthroughs in trial vaccines in Japan, rapid testing kits in Senegal are some of the advances that are shared through media platforms. This information helps scientists build each other up on the progress of the vaccine. Infectious diseases specialists are also looking for more information regarding the Corona virus (Sun et al., 2020). International media provides one of the platforms for verified and reliable information. 
There are a lot of issues that are emerging as a result of the Corona virus, and it is the role of the media to highlight such problems. Some of these issues include the rising cases of mental health and domestic violence across the globe (Lima et al., 2020). With rising stress levels and tension due to the Corona virus, the majority of the people are in distress. Some distress is directly related to the Corona virus, while some stems from it. Families of individuals who are affected by the Corona virus suffer from mental health. The international media has continually highlighted such issues and brought in experts who offer advice and suggest coping mechanisms for such people. International communication technologies such as zoom have helped counsellors and psychologists address emerging problems that stem from the Corona virus. Domestic violence is also on the rise because of the lockdown and stress levels. The international media has continued to highlight such stories and offering ways of seeking help.
All is not doom and gloom; the media has a role in inspiring hope. Although corona cases are on the rise, many are recovering. The international media has a role in reporting such stories to the community. They must share the stories, especially by letting the patients speak out for themselves. The patients can share how they got sick and the signs and symptoms that they had. It will be important that the media also lets the patients share their treatment journey and the recovery process (Zheng et al., 2020). Such initiatives will not only help the public learn more about the disease but will also inspire hope to the population. Hope that one can recover and continue with life. The sharing is one way that will reduce stigma and fear that is on the rise.
The international media has the role of sharing information on how different countries are handling the pandemic. It is now no longer about the numbers, but the stories behind the numbers. How did the spread happen? What are the gaps? These are vital information that nations can learn from one another. Countries that have had a lockdown can share on whether that is the best strategy in curtailing the spread of the Corona virus (Verity et al., 2020). This information is practical and actionable. Useful because it is what is being done and actionable because it provides ways of what to do. When the international media shares these tips, different nations can build up on the existing knowledge to better their approach to the Corona virus. This will help contain the virus.
After the outbreak of the Corona virus, most media houses saw it essential to provide more content to the viewers because of the virus. As a result, the international media has dedicated programming to the Corona virus. During these programs, all information regarding the Corona virus is shared. Health experts are invited to give their opinions on the development of the situation. The Editors and managers are always devising ways of approaching the Corona virus issue so that all angles can be tackled. Some media houses dedicate a lot of their time to live stream information from the health ministry about the Corona virus. The media also dedicate their time to inform the public of the relevant hospitals that are equipped to treat the Corona virus. With this approach, data shows that there is a drastic change in lifestyle for the general people. The surging numbers are a concern to many people; most of them have adopted a different attitude towards the Corona virus. The public is now more cautious of the Corona virus and is treating the virus with the seriousness it deserves (Zheng et al., 2020). 
The international media has the role of dedicating some of its airtime to answer the questions of the public regarding the Corona virus. This can be done with the help of health experts who will help debunk any information that is ambiguous to the audience. This move will help the public understand the Corona virus better. The question and answer questions can include visual guides to help the public understand better. Hearing aids for the impaired can be used while a translator who uses sign language can help those who have a challenge get help.
In conclusion, the international media has a vital role in the fight against the Corona virus. It is the only source of reliable information to many people who are in lockdown, self-isolation, or quarantine. As the movement of people is curtailed, people are relying on international media to build upon their knowledge regarding the Corona virus. This paper has not addressed the limitations the media has had on the corona virus.
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